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THAT the thanks of this Society be given to the Rev. Mr Peddie for L 


his excellent Sermon, preached this day at their deſire ; and that he be 6 
requeſted to allow the ſame to be printed for the benefit of the Society, | 6 
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His tome ſhall endure for ever ; hir name bull be continted 


el long' a1 the un: and men ſball be blefſed in him ; all 


pſalm is entitled, © A pſalm for Solo- 


mon; “ but thoſe perſons muſt have read 


that * a greater than Solomon is 


d, begins with prayer for Solomon, his ſon 


t of 


y carries him away inſenfibly from 


the 
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121 
the king of Iſrael to the King of Zion, and 8 
leads him into an eloquent deſeription of the 
extent and perpetuity of his dominion, and of 
the glory and felicity of his in : 
The fame of Solomon reached to all the adja« | 
cent countries. His dominions were more ex- 
tenſive than thoſe of any other monarch of the 
race of David. His reign too was long ard 
happy; for his wiſdom attracted the wealth of 
the world into his kingdom, and ſecured: to his 
ſubjects a mild and equitable adminiſtration -of* ' 
the laws; while his high reputation kept the 
neighbouring nations in awe, and rendered his 


| reign peaceful and tranquil, little diſturbed 


either by inteſtine convulſions or by foreign 
wars. But Solomon's dominion was not uni- 
verſal, nor bis fame untarniſhed, nor his reign 
without end. To him many of the predictionis 
in this pſalm can be applied only in a ſecond- 
ary ſenſe; and ſome of them not at all. What 
meaning can be attached to ſuch expreſſions 
as theſe, if they be reſtricted to him? © All 
kings ſhall fall down before him; all nations 
*.ſhall ſerve him *.“ „They ſhall fear thee as 
„long as the ſun and moon endure, through- 

* out 


* Ver. 11. 


15 [81] 
out all generations *. Was:Solomonindeed 
king over all the earth? or did this ſon of Na- 
vid hve for ever? No: There is no king but 
one to hem theſe predictions aan with truth 
be applied 3 that great and good King whom 
David, the antitype of Solomon, to 
*:whom the Lord God gave the throne of his 
father David, and of whom he +hath ſaid, 
He ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for 
n eee eee ee ſhall be no 
end r.“ Hd: um iid © 
Of Jeſus, a en dne Naddel 
ſpenks:g; for in him the glorious things predict. 
ed in this pſalm have received their proper ful- 
 filment.: What is there here predicted, that is 
not fulſlled in him? Peaceful and glorious 
is his reign. Equitable and gentle is hig admi- 
niſtration. i eee ee all contented and 
happy. His ne putatioa is great, "unſullied und 
ted by error or defect, adorn his charucter with 
unrivalled excellence, and qualify him for the 
moſt extenſive rule. His character, placed in 
1 attitude, will bear the narroweſt in- 

| \ 


4 
_— 
' 


ſpection. It is all over glorious a ſun every 


where luminous, without one dark ſpot to ob- | 
ſcure its luſtre, and inervaſing in glory the 
nearer it is approached, and the more diſtinctiy 
it is beheld. Though many ages have elapſed 
fince Jeſus began his reign, during which his 
character has been examined often with malig. 
nant accuracy, one real blemiſh has not yet 
been diſcovered in it, nor has it fallen one de- 
gree in the eſtimation of thoſe who know him. 
Like the ſun, it is as glorious now as when it 
firſt ſhone. Dark vapours have often aſcended 
from the earth and from the pit of hell, and 
ſpread themſelves abroad to wbſcure the glory 
of his character and ſully the ſplendour of his 
reign ; but as often have his all- powerful rays 
diſſipated the ſurrounding darkneſs, and burſt 
from behind thoſe clouds with new and inerea- 
ſed glory, And never ſhall it be otherwiſe. 
The King ſnall live and reign for ever. His 
fame ſhall ſpread from region to region, till it 
reach “ the iſles afar off, that have not heard 
* his fame neither have ſeen his glory *; till, 
like the ſun, it viſit every quarter of the globe, 
bleſſing the countries on which it ſhines, and 
* the 


Ila. Ixvi. 19. 
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| [ 

tho whole earth be filled with his gloty.*,” * 

« His, name ſhall endure for ever; his name 
hall be continued as long. as he ſun: and 
men ſhall be; bleſſed in him; all nations ſhall. 
all him bleſſed.“ Eci He Hegg cg 
+ Theſe ſayings are faithful and true.” They 
form the ſaundatium of our hopes, that Chriſtian- 
ity ſhall neither be extinguiſhed by thoſe fetid 


vapours of « falſe philoſophy which threaten to 
fin our atmoſphere, nor be pre vented, by the 


groſs darkneſs which covers a large portion of 


the earth, from illuminating its remoteſt and 
moſt inacceſſible; parts. While they warm our 
accompliſhment, they excite. the fervour of our. 
prayers, and animate us to zealous. and perſe. 
venng exertion. They aſſure us, that every ho,, 
ſtile attempt againſt Chriſtianity ſhall be defeat- 
ed; that every obſtruction to its univerſal ſpread 


ſhall, ſooner or later, be removed out of the 
way ; that the prayers of ſaints ſhall be heard, 
and their exertians finally crowned with ſucceſs. 


For Jeſus? name ſhall endure for ever; his 


„ name ſhall mme 
1.8 tit nnn 110 ee and 


* Pſalm Ixxii. 19. 
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ſented to the view of out minds; that dur faith 
de not ſhaken by theſe unpromiſing -appear- 


061] 


and men ſhall de bleſſed in him; all nations 
* ſhall-call him bleſſed? V3 $2.5: \$R #64 c nl K 
That theſe predictions ſhall be accompliſhed 
is not with us matter of doubt. Hence our 
prayers and our aſſociations, for the expreſs pur- 
bleſſings of the goſpel to unenlightensd and hea: 
tity in the more civilized parts of the wrd, and 
the apparently inſuperable obſtacles in the way 
of the introduction of Chriſtianity into thoſe 
which are more barbarous, render it .expetient 


ances, nor our Prayers be diſcontinued, or our 
exertions ceaſe, through deſpair of ſuceeſs. The 
text which I have choſen furniſhes me with an 


opportunity of bringing ſome of theſe to your. 


recollection, It is à prediction of the perpe- 
tuity, of the advantages, and of the univerſality 
of the Chriſtian religion. - Chriſtianity ſhall be 
perpetual; for his name ſhall endure for ever; 
„his name ſhall be continued as long a8 the 


* fan?” Chriſtianity ſhall never ceaſe to be be- 
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« him :” Chriſtianity" ſhall become univerſal * 


for.* all nations ſhall call him n 
dat <3 $354 1 11844 as = 'S 7 713 a. 


— SHALL B& PERPETUAL. We 
arrive ati this conclafion. by two methods; by 
the gonſideration of paſt experience; and by the 
eee which we have ee of its 
net . id hog the pro- 
phecy off the pfalmiſt has been in à conſiderable 
degree already fulfilled. Chriſtianity has exiſt- 
ed almoſt eighteen centuries; and this fact 


operate againſt it which have not operated hi- 
therto, or unleſs thoſe which have ſhould affail. 
it wir a new degree of force, it will contnue 
to. be known and believed. to the lateſt age. It 
is not a new inſtitution, of the ſtability of which 
we have no experience. It has ſtood long; 
and every period of its hiſtory abounds with 
ev ents. by which it has been put to the ſevereſt 
proof. The rain has deſcended in frequent tor- 
rents, the winds have blown with reiterated and 
ſee mingly irreſiſtible fury; yet its foundations 
have remained firm, and the reſult of every ex- 
periment 


neficial tu men; don „ men fall de-bleibd im 


forms a preſumption that, unleſs cauſes ſhould: 
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*, waxed old and vaniſhed away.” Chriſtianity 


rar 


periment yet made has led to this concluſion, 


that * it is founded on a rock“ 
Our religion has ſurvived calamities ieh 
have proved fatal to every human inſtitution. 
Since the æra of its commencement, what de- 
« ſolations have been made in the earth! The 
vaſt edifice of the Roman empire, ſtrong as 
iron,“ which had reſiſted ſo many: ſtorms, and 
had ſeemed to acquire new ſtrength and ſolidity 
by thoſe ſtorms by which it had been agitated, 
has long ſince been ſwept away. The king- 


doms which roſe out of its ruins have alſo pe- 


riſhed in their turn. The wrecks of the ancient 
inhabitants of thoſe countries in which Chriſti- 
anity at firſt flouriſhed have been mingled with 
new races of men, and can no more be diſco- 
vered. The earth has aſſumed a new appear- 
ance ; new languages, new cuſtoms, new man- 
ners, occupy the place of thoſe which then pre- 
vailed. Learning has. been ſucceeded by ig- 


norance and barbariſm. The light and civili- 


zation of modern times have riſen out of the 
darkneſs of the middle ages. All things have 
experienced change : what formerly exiſted has 


alone has remained ; often ſhaken by the con- 
vulſions 


os 


by *T>1 


de of. the earth, but neyer overthrown ; bs 
” frequently covered by the deep Waters, but 
emerging continually out of the floods which 
ſeemed to have overwhelmed it, fair and beau- 


tiful as ever. How ſhall we account for this 


ſtrange phœenomenon? By admitting the truth 
of our religion, and conſidering its preſervation 
as the peculiar care of providence, which, amidſt 
all the revolutions of the world, has been con- 


ſtantly providing that, according to the divine 


purpoſe, Chriſt's name ſhould endure for ever, 
1 and be continued as long as the ſun.” HE] 
Me cannot, indeed, account in a ſatisfactory 
manner for the introduction of Chriſtianity into 


the world, or for its continuance during fo long 


a period, on any other principle than that * it 
is of God, and cannot be overthrown.” In its 


native ſimplieity and purity, it is not adapted 


to the taſte of an ignorant and corrupt world; 
for it cannot accommodate itſelf to their preju- 
dices, nor flatter their vices. It has never, there- 
fore, been popular. It has uniformly been * 
liked by worldly men, and oppoſed. 
When it firſt began to break-in upon this be- 


rigid world, in the perſonal miniſtry of our 


bleſſed Lord, it had an earneſt of that reception 
B with 
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with which it has met in every Tabſequeiit pe- 


riod. Jefus arofe as * the Bun of tighteouliiels;” 
but “ men loved darkneſs rather than Aghit, 


decaufe their deeds were evil . His do crffRe 


ſhone with the pure radiance of heavenly truth, 
unclouded by error. His life was one beam of 
antainted holineſs ; it blazed with the combi- 
ned ſplendor of a thouſand grates. His mira- 
cles, all benevolent and all open to inſpection, 
ſhed a glory around him altogether divine. But 
the world, inftead of admiring, were 'offended 
with doctrines too ſublime for the apprehenifion 
of their dark minds, and a morality too pure for 
the love of their depraved hearts. The name 
of Jeſus was hated, for the very reaſons on AC- 
count of which it ought to have been honoured 


and loved. Let his name periſh, cried the men 


of that age; and a corrupt prieſthood was fore. 
moſt in the cry. He fell, the victim of their 
hatred, loaded with every ſpecies of opprobrium 
which their malignant hearts could deviſe, in 
their opinion to rife no more for ever to life, or 
to eſteem. Vain imagination! He roſe more 


glorious by his fall. In heaven, whither he hath 


aſcended, he enjoys © a name above every 
* name ;” 


* John lil, 19. 
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* name * ;” and. an earth the name of, © the 
* juſt one” Hives and his memqry is yet bleſſed, 
after the words. of Salomon have long been ful- 
filled in his perſecutors, The name of the 
* wicked ſhall rot f. 

hun düngen had d ſame fate. in the age of 
the Apalties, as in the tiwe of, our. Lord, It 
was © to. the Jew a ſtumbling · block. and to the 
Greek fooliſhneſs 4; the object of the de- 
teſtation of ſams, of the contempt of others, and | 


if by joint conſent, raſe in arms again} Jeſus 
Hleſfed name, The Jewiſh doctor and the Gen- 
tile philaſopher, the ſtateſman and the prieſt, 
the palite and the yulgar, though influenced hy 
different motives, were animated by dne ſpirit 
of hoſtility to the reputation, the religion and 
the fallgwers of Chriſt. No method was leff 
unattempted to extirpate Chriſtianity from the 
earth. Argument and inyeRtive, perſuaſion and 
force, were employed in turns. To all this what 
had Chriſtianity ta oppoſe ? The currents of pre, 
judice and of faſhign ran with full ſtream againſt 
it, It was not in alliance with one ftate in the 
world, It could boaſt of no philoſophers, to en- 
Phil. il. 9, + Prov. x. 7. t 1 Cor. i. 23. 


the ſuhjeq; of perſagution by all. The world, as 


(wy 


gage 60 attention of the learned by en 
' reaſonings' on the excellence of its principles ; 
of no orators, to perſuade men of taſte to admire 
it by the charm of fine writing ; ; of no poets, to 
captivate the multitude by adorning it in the 
dreſs of fancy. The men who firſt publiſhed 
the name of Jeſus were apparently ill-qualified 
for doing credit to any cauſe. They were poor 
and illiterate : they had neither! eloquence nor 
influence. They were deſpiſed by the world, 
becauſe they were Jews; and hated by their 
own countrymen, becauſe they had become 
Chriſtians, Yet in ſuch hands, amidſt ſuch diſ- 
couragements, the cauſe of Chriftianity praſper- 
ed. The infidel laughed at the abſurd idea of 
a company of fiſhermen preſuming to convert 
the nations: but while he amuſed himſelf at 
their expence, the fiſhermen preached, and li- 
ved, and ſuffered ; and the multitude believed, 
and were faved. The fire of perſecution was 
kindled, and raged ; but the light was ſpread by 
the flames which were intended to conſume. 
While * the heathen raged, and the people 
* imagined a vam thing, he that ſitteth in hea- 
« yen laughed” at their impotent attempts; 
* the Lord had them,” and their ſchemes, © in 


«+ deriſion,” 


„ 
* Uotiich #. * The name of Chriſt endured, and 
continued to gain more extenſive reputation 
among men. The fame” of the Son * of Da- 
„id went out into all lands,” * Jeſus conquer- 
ed faſter, and extended his empire farther than 
ever did the Roman arms. Nothing could ſtem 
the mighty current of the truth. Like a torrent 
ſwelled by the rain of heaven, it deſcended from 
the mountains of Judah, broke down every op- 
poſing mound, ſwept before it every bulwark 
reared in order to prevent its progreſs, and for- 
ced a way for itſelf into the nations. | 
Alle gevalis be ede e Mee een 48 
the name of Chriſt through the ſucceſſion. of 
ages down to the preſent time. After a painful 
ſtruggle of almoſt three centuries with external 
oppoſition, it began to experience, more power- 
fully than ever before, danger from internal 
cauſes. It had ſcarcely begun to repoſe itſelf 
in the lap of worldly proſperity, when, in the 
fourth century, the Arian hereſy ſpread itſelf 
over the churches, threatening to hide the royal 
honours of the name of Jeſus from the view of 
men; but although, for a while, only one man, 
Athanaſius, had courage to aſſert his divine dig- 
ÞY | | ve 


| * Pfalm ii. 1. 4+ 


141 
vity, the cloud was ſcattered, and “ the earth 
great apoſialy of Rome ſoon followed; and, du- 
ring the middle ages, innumerable ſuperſtitions 
uſurped. the place of the inſtitutions of Chriſt, 
and prevailing ignorance ayexipread the church; 
yet, even in the periods of groſſeſt darkneſs, 


| ſcattered rays penetrated through the ſurround - 


ing gloom, illuminating a ſeries of individuals, 
till the light burſt on a. conſiderable portian of 
the Chriſtian world at the gloxious r of the 


Reformation. Its hiftory ſince that peripd, we 


all know; true religion has been often perſe- 
euted, and it ſtill endures. Every method, in 
deed, in every age, for deſtroying pure Ohriſti- 
anity, has terminated in diſappointment and 
ſhame. The rock of the church has ſtood im- 
moveable theſe eighteen hundred years, though 
aſſailed continually by the angry billows. It 
has often been covered by their ſpray z but 
their fury has ſpent itſelf in vain ; they have 
retired, broken by their own violence, * mur- 
muring in their retreat. 
Has the name of Jeſus endured fo long, and 

will it not continue as long as the ſun ? What 
has it to fear, which it has not experienced al. 


ready? 


1131 

ready? Or can it fall before power or art, which 
it has fo long ſucceſifully refiſted ? . Already 
earth” und hell have done their utmoſt, Let 
and more ingenious methods of oppoſing the 
name of Jeſus. Foiled in argument, let them fill 
their quiver with the envenomed arrows of ri- 
dicule and bitter ſarcaſm. Deſpairing of ſuc. 
ceſs by fire and ſword, let them arm themſelves 
with all the ſubtilty of a ſpecious philoſophy: 
We ſhall not deſpair of the cauſe of Chriſt. 
We have ſeen it triumph over ſo many enemies, 
and refiſt ſo many methods of attack, that we 
preſume not when we believe; that the gates 
„of hell ſhall not prevail againft it a. The 
idle boaſts of thoſe who hate his name excite 
the ſcorn of him who fitteth on the throne: 
They and their attempts ſhall periſh together; 
but © His name ſhall endure for ever, his name 
a ſhall be continued as long as the ſun.”  - * 
We do not, however, reſt our perſuaſion, that 
the name of Chriſt ſhall endure for ever, merely 
on experience of the paſt ; for emergencies may 
be conceived, which would try the ſtability of 
the Chriſtian faith more ſeverely than any which 
have 


* ha Mat. xvi. 8, 


161, 


have yet ed and might iſſue in its final: de⸗ 


ſtruction. From every apprehenſion of this kind 
we are relieved by the poſitive aſſurances with 


which the ſcripture. abounds, : that Chriſtianity 


ſhall, in all events, continue to be profeſſed and 


believed, © till the heavens be no more.” 


« His name ſhall be continued as long as the 


„ ſun.” Empires ſhall riſe: and fall, and the 
world, as in time paſt, ſhall be ſubje to perpe⸗ 
tual change; but the throne on which Jeſus 
ſits ſhall be ſhaken by no convulſion of the 
earth, nor the crown which he wears ever 
wither on his brow. The Father hath ap- 


pointed to him a kingdom“ diverſe, from all 
kingdoms; for his dominion is an everlaſting 
« dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his 
« kingdom/that which ſhall not be deſtroyed &.“ 
Of the increaſe of his government and peace 
there ſhall be no end, upon the throne of 
« David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and 
« to eſtabliſh it with judgment and with juſtice, 


from henceforth even for ever: the zeal of. 
the Lord of hoſts will perform this f.“ 
With ſuch aſſurances of the perpetuity of his 


kingdom on earth, what combination formed a- 


* Dan. vii. 14. + Iſa. ix. 7. 


2 


** 
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gainſt its intereſts, or what train of inaufpicious 
events ought to fill us with diſmay ? We fear 


no change in the purpoſe of our God, we dread 
no violation of his promiſe ; for he is immuta- 
ble. We believe better of his wiſdom than to 
ſuppoſe that he can be over-reached by artifice, 
and of his power, than. that he can be overcome 


by ſtrength; No difficulties can occur to make 


new meaſures neceſſary, or to render it imprac- 
ticable for him to execute his plan. Every con- 
tingency lay open to his view, when he formed 
his purpoſe, and gave his promiſe; and, the plan 


of providence having been arranged by him in 


conſummate wiſdom, tlie whole ſeries of events, 
though in many parts intricate and ſeemingly 
adverſe, muſt be ſubſervient to the great defign 
of perpetuating and diffuſing the Chriſtian faith. 
The duration of our religion, therefore, ſhall be 
coeval with that of the world; the frame of nature 
and Chriſtianity ſhall diffolve together. While 
the ſun performs his diurnal circuit in the heavens, 
and the moon by her paler light cheers the world 
in his abſence, the Tight of evangelical truth 
cannot expire; theſe luminaries remain pledges 
of the divine veracity. « Once have I ſworn by 
„my holineſs, that I will not lie unto David. 


C e e 
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«-His ſeed ſhall endure n as 
« the ſun before me. It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for | 


« ever as the moon, and as a faithful witneſs i in 


« heaven *.“ we 


Here, then, are the two "great dw which 
ſupport our religion, the power and the faithful- 
neſs of God; and, thus ſupported, it is impoſſi- 
ble that it can be undermined by art, or over- 


- thrown by violence. Perſuaded that, with ſuch 


ſecurity, it muſt be perpetual, how muſt we 
pity thoſe deluded and vain-glorious men, who, 
over-rating their own abilities, fancy that Chriſti- 


anity is ready to periſh, and by. their means; 


who tell us that, in the cloſe of the eighteenth 


century, the Age of Reaſon” has arrived, and 


that of ſuperſtition drawn towards its cloſe ; and 
who boaſt that, by the rapid progreſs of the hu- 


man mind in knowledge, Chriſtianity muſt retire, 


and give place to that idol of their worſhip, a 
new and improved philoſophy. , We give them 


credit for their zeal, and we doubt not but their 


hopes ſometimes riſe as high as their wiſhes. But, 
whilſt we lament the fatal influence of their te- 
nets on the giddy and inconſiderate, we conſole 
ourſelves by the recollection, that © our God is 
66 in 

* Plalm Ixxxix. 35.37. 


71 
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u in the heavens *;” and that, though there be 
many devices in the heart of man” for the 
overthrow of the Chriſtian faith, nevertheleſs, 
the counſel of the Lord that ſhall ſtand f.“ 
Chriſtianity, ſuch as the Scriptures teach, rejoices 
in the diffuſion of knowledge; it is ignorance 
alone which it dreads as an enemy; Human 
ſyſtems ſhall obtain credit, or be exploded, as 
faſhion -or. caprice ſhall dictate; but the truth 
is great, and ſhall ultimately prevail. The ta- 
per of philoſophy, in the light of which multi- 
tudes ſo greatly rejoice, and which they ſuppoſe 
it ſhines, and ſhall burn down to its ſocket; and: 
ingloriouſly expire. But © the lamp which God 
4 hath ordained for his Anointed,” ſhall continue 
to burn, furniſhed perpetually with freſh oil 
from the great Repoſitory of the ſkies ; and ſhall 
only then become dim, when overpowered by 
the meridian ſplendour of the heavenly ſtate. 
His enemies will I clothe with ſhame, but on 
% himſelf ſhall the crown flouriſh t.“ Iwill cauſe 
thy name to be remembered in all generations; 
* Pſalm cxv. 3. + Proy, xix, 21, 
r Pſalm cxxxii. 17, 18, 


1 2 
therefore ſhall the mm in thee e ; 
6 and ever * * 7 85 TIT ber © 


1 1 is not . that we haveſhewn- 
that Chriſtianity ſhall be perpetual, The con- 
tinuance of the name of Chriſt as long as the ſun, - 
would afford little conſolation to mankind under 
the preſſure of preſent calamities and the appre- 
henſion of future woes, if it poſleffed- not the 
power, or ſhould loſe its efficacy to bleſs, We ge 

on, therefore, with pleaſure, to the illuſtration of 
our ſecond propoſition. ; That - CHRISTIANITY; 
which is intended, and is peculiarly calculated 
to promote human happineſs, SHALL NEVER CEASE 
TO BE BENEFICIAL TO MEN. © Men ſhall be bleſſed 


4% in him.“ 
4 . That it is admirably adapted to advance. the 
9 beſt intereſts of mankind, may be fairly conclu- 
ded from this, that it claims God as its author, 


and that, as we have ſeen, his providence 
watches with peculiar care over its preſervation. 
[| It originates in the miſery of mankind, which it 
| is the intention of divine grace by its means to 
| | | | remove, and for which, as being the contrivance 
lf. of infinite wiſdom, it furniſhes a complete and 

effectual 
* Pſalm xlv. 17. 


| | 
[a] | 


effetual remedy. Could we have ſuppoſed the 
human mind covered with no darkneſs, or the 
canſcience burdened with no guilt, we ſhould 
have conſidered a revelation af divine grace as 
not neceſſary for the conſolatian- and happineſs 
of men. But this we are not permitted to ſup» 
poſe. Sin, the bane of human happineſa, the 
prolific parent of a thouſand miſeries to man; 
has long prevailed in the world. Ignorance, 
the hateful offspring of ſin, has ſpread her fable 
wings over the human ſoul, and conceals: from 
the view of the ſinner the way to God and the 
path to glory. Without a divine inſtructer, many 
kind, amidſt the unavoidable calamities of life, 
muſt have wandered in vain in queſt of conſo- 
lation, and could never have been relieved from 
. Innumerable anxious uncertainties reſpecting 
futurity. Chriſtianity is this inſtructer; and its 
capacity to furniſh us with all needful informa · 
tion on points ſo important, is what renders it 
ſo great a bleſſing to the world. It gives 
light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and in the 
*. ſhadow of death; it guides our feet into the 
ay of peace *. It reveals the name of Chriſt; 
that divine Saviour, whoſe intention in viſiting the 

| abodes 


* 


Luke i. 77. 79. 


1 22 1 | 
abodes of men was to bleſs us with · the know 
« ledge of ſalvation, by the remiſſion of fins,” 
and of whom it was of old predicted, that in 
« him all the families of the earth ſhould" be 
« hleſſed *;” that crucified Jeſus, who by his 
death made expiation for human guilt, who is 
deficient neither in ability nor in inclination to 
bleſs, and who ſpreads happineſs n him 
wherever he is known. N 

Theſe great purpoſes for which Chriſtianity is 
beneficial to men, can be ſerved by nothing 
which can be ſubſtituted in its ſtead· I ſpeak 
not of thoſe ſuperſtitions, which: have in all 
ages prevailed in the world; for theſe only in- 
ſtruct us in the univerſal miſery of the human 
race, in the anxious ſearch which is made in 
all quarters after happineſs, and in the in- 
capacity of the untutored mind to diſcoyer 
the path that leads to it. The ſtate of man- 
kind in thoſe countries to which the goſpel has 
never reached, exhibits an awful picture of hu- 
man ignorance and miſery, Vice appears in 
the moſt odious forms of licentious indulgence 
and of deliberate cruelty. A thouſand baſe 
idols receive that homage which is Jznovan's 

due, 


Gen. xxii. 18, 


1.88110 


due, 8 thouſand follies, abſurdities and Abo. 
minations are practiſed under the ſacred name 

of worſhip, and as means of averting the ven- 
geance and ſecuring the favour of Heaven. 
Their miſery cries aloud for inſtruction concern- 
ing that divine Saviour i in whom men ſhall be 
bleſſed. 

Even the moſt e e of philoſa- 
phers could not have benefited the world like 
the religion of - Chriſt. With more appearance 
of ingenuity than the ſuperſtitions of the yulgar, 
they fall equally ſhort of the object at which 
they aim. The lamp of reaſon which burns in 
the human, breaſt, though trimmed with ever ſo 
much care, gives only a feeble and wavering 
light; and the greateſt geniuſſes, who have ſat 
down to read the divine nature with no better 
aſſiſtance, have riſen from the taſk with little 
improvement, unable to read diſtinctly the very 5 
firſt letters of Jznovan's name, or to diſcover the 
ſervice with which he will be pleaſed, and the 
ſatisfaction which he will accept for paſt tranſ- 
greſſions. Can the light of the ſtars, eſpecially 
when the ſky is obſcured, ſerve man for the 
purpoſes of life? And how ſhall reaſon, obſcu- 
red, as it confeſſedly i is, by ignorance, and pre- 

| judice 
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ſadice and vice; light the finner to God and 
Happineſs ? The deduckions of reaſon can at bet 
produce in the breaſt only a tremulous Hope, 
founded on probability. They muſt often, Rhe 
thoſe wandering lights which appear to the be- 
nighted traveller in marſhy places, miſlead while 
they ſeem to direct. Chriſtianity alone can con- 
duct to true felicity. Its whole horizon is illu- 
minated by the great © Light of the world; 
by the Sun of righteouſneſs, whoſe: beams 
irradiate, whoſe preſence enlivens, whoſe influr- 
ence gives life, vigour, activity,] joy; to thoſe on 
whom he ſhines. A ſingle ray from Chrift, the 
great Fountain of ſpiritual light, is of more uſt 
to lead a ſinner to God, than all the torchies 
lighted up by the reaſon or fancy of all the fi 
_ of ancient and modern times. | 

What a bleſſing muſt the goſpel be, which 15 
ſuch power to ſcatter the darkneſs in which the 
world have bewildered themſelves, and which 
is poſſeſſed of ſuch efficacy to ſanctify and com- 
fort the heart! Can he be deemed a friend to 
mankind, who does not wiſh it to be perpetual, 
and who rejoices not in every attempt to diffuſe 
the knowledge of its peculiar doctrines more 
widely through the world? The intereſts of 
Chriſtianity 


| ess! 
Khriſtianity and of the human race are the 
ſame, Happineſs follows in its train wherever 
it is baniſhed, |, Zeal for its propagation is a 
the human breaſt; it burns at once with love 
to God and love to man. Thoſe whoſe. talents 
are devoted to the meliaration of the ſoil; to 
the improvement of manufactures, or to the 
cultivation of ſcience; who add to the ſtock of 
uſeful knowledge, or to the number of the cone 
veniencies and comforts of life, are indeed bene- 
factors ta men. But they labour in a very in- 
ferior department; the amount of the benefits 
which they procure is eaſily calculated, and 
their value ceaſes with the ſhort period of hu- 
man life, They do nothing to ſtill the inward 
tumult of the foul ; to enable the trembling fin- 
ner to look up to God with more confidence; or 
forward to futurity with leſs fear. This nobler 
office is reſerved for Chriſtianity, as its excluſive 
province. In proportion as its-peculiar doctrines 
are known and believed, it meliorates the eon · 
dition of men ia this world, and ſecures to them 
felicity in the next. It ſoftens and humanizes 
mankind. It civilizes the barbarian, bumbles 
ELM "ti 
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the proud, meekens the reſentful, expands the 


heart of the ſelfiſh, and ſanctifies the impure. It 


ſcatters the fears which haunt the guilty con- 
ſcience, and diffuſes through the troubled ſoul 
tranquillity and peace. It fmoothes the rugged 
path of life, by the amiable tempers which it 
inſpires, by the gentle influence of its precepts, 
and by the heavenly conſolations which it pours 
into the ſoul; while it opens to the view thoſe 
delightful proſpects of the divine favour and fe. 
licity beyond the grave, which alone can miti- 
gate the gloom of adverſity, and cheer the dark 
„valley of the ſhadow. of death.“ In one word, 
men are bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
* heavenly places in Chriſt *.“ By the faith of 
the goſpel, the whole ſoul is ſubjected to Chriſt, 
who triumphs over men only to bleſs them, 
whoſe gentle ſway is true felicity ; for the con- 
queſts which he makes are deliverances from 
guilt and miſery, and the glorious career which 
he purſues, in ſubduing men © to the obedience 
of faith,” is every where marked, not like that 
of other conquerors, with deſolation and blood, 
but with light, and life, and liberty, and joy. 
| | Such 
* Eph. i. 3. 


WY 


Such are . bappy effects which Chriſtianity 
is eminently and excluſively calculated to pro- 
duce, and which, in all time paſt, have proceed · 
ed from the knowledge and faith of its di- 
ſtinguiſhing doctrines. If theſe effects have not 
followed it in all inſtances, and in their full ex- 
tent, this has not ariſen from any defect in the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, but from very different cauſes. 
With many indi iduals, it has degenerated into 
an empty name; and while men remain igno- 
rant of its firſt principles, or oppoſe thoſe doc - 
trines in which its glory and efficacy conſiſt, or, 
knowing and aſſenting to them,“ receive not the 
love of the truth,” it is in vain to expect that 
the mere profeſſion of it can pramote either their 
preſent or future welfare. Chriſtianity, when 
degraded by ſuperſtition or- perverted by error, 
when profeſſed for convenience where it is not 
believed, or employed only as an engine of world- 
ly policy, muſt ceaſe to be a fit- inſtrument of 
human felicity ; and if, in ſuch caſes, it leave 
men where it found them, or prove more noxl- 
ous than beneficial, © the truth as it is in Jeſus” 
is blameleſs. It ought not to be conſidered as 
reſponſible for the vices and miſeries occaſioned 
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* 
by ignorande of its nature, or by its abuſe, What 


is it to vs, though nominal religion be uſeleſs, and 
that which is falſe prejudicial to mankind? Nur 
concern is only with genuine Chriſtianity ; and 
this experience has moſt decifively proved to be 
beneficial, Wherever the truth has been ſineerely 
believed, and in proportion as it has been thus 
believed, it has operated, in the moſt ſurpriſing 
manner, to the conſolation of the heart, and 
the regulation of the life, It has enabled 
thouſands, in every age, to conquer the' moſt 
inveterate bad habits, to reſiſt the moſt danger. 
ous temptations, to perform the moſt heroic ac- 
tions, to endure, to triumph, amidſt the moſt 
painful ſufferings: It has raiſed them ſapenor 
to the allurements of ſenſe, to the opinion of the 
world, to the fear of death. The conſciouſneſs 
of the divine approbation, and the hope of a 
bleſſed immortality, have rendered them happy 
in the abſence of every temporal comfort, yea 
under the feeling of every ſpecies of outward 
diſtreſs. They have had acceſs to “ the Foun- 
« tain of living waters ;” and this they have found 
enough for their felicity, when all the ciſterns 
were broken, and every channel was dry, 


It 


5 L. 29 N Fe, 


Al becomts; theres; « moſt lads fl.” 
jet of enquiry, whether there be feaſdn to ex- 
peck, that Chriſtianity will continue to produce 
thoſe effects, fo important to the happitiefs of 
minkind, for which it was deſigned, and- which 
it hath hitherto in ſome meaſure produced. 

On this ſubject we are not left to the painful 
uncertainty of conjecture. The aſſurance given 
us, that Chriſtianity ſhall be perpetual, doubtleſs 
implies more than the preſervation of the name, 
It authoriſes us to expect, that evangelical truth 
ſhall be trariſmitted to generations yet unborn, 
and that it ſhall never fail, through the faith of 
it, to fanctify and fave. Preſent appearances, 
indeed, are adverſe. A ſpirit of hoſtility to all 
that is important in our religion, to the Deity and 
atonement of Chriſt, to the perſonality and a- 
ge cy of the Spirit, to the doctrine and work of | 

ce, 18 widely ſpread, and on the increaſe, in in | 
all parts of the Chriſtian world ; and the truth, 
even where it is retained, is rather profeſſed 
than believed. But, though the clouds. are at 
preſent bound up, why ſhould we ſuppoſe that 
they are never again to rain upon the earth? 4 
Jeſus ſtill lives and reigns. He hath not yet ex- 
hauſted that fulneſs of grace which he received | 

from 


31 
from the Father, nor loſt any per of his an- 
cient ability to ſave. He hath the refidue! of 
« the Spirit *.” . He can, whenſoever he plenies, : 
ſend him to © revive his work in the midſt of 
« the years ;“ and we know him better than 
to ſuppoſe, that he is not now as much inclined 
as ever to communicate his grace, or that he is 


wearied of doing good to a guilt , miſerable 


world, Often, in time paſt, he has © ſent a 
* plenteous rain, whereby he has confirmed his 
4 inheritance when it was weary ;“ and will 
he, who has given the formerrain in ſuch copious 


ſhowers, withhold the latter rain in its ſeaſon ? 


His promiſe ſtands yet on record; and his power, 
faithfulneſs and grace enſure its performance : 


I will make the places about my hill a bleſ- 


* fing, and I will cauſe the ſhower to come down 
© in his ſeaſon ; there ſhall be ſhowers of bleſ- 
„ ſing ||.” © I will pour water on him that is 
« thirſty, and floods upon the dry ground; I 
* will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my 
4 blefling upon thine offspring; and they ſhall 
* ſpring up as among the graſs, as willows by 
the water courſes .“ Though Sion, therefore, 
| ſhould 
* Mal. ii.15, + Hab. iii. 2. t Pſalm Ixviii. 9, 
| Ezek. xxxiv. 26; $ Ifa, xliv. 3, 4. 


13 


ſhould; be schad hör 8 ſeaſon with drought, 


days of Elijah, yet times of, refreſhing- ſhall 


exceſſive as that which afflicted. Iſrael in the 


come from the preſence of the Lord *: = For 


the Lord will comfort Sion, he will comfort her 
« waſte places; and he will make her wilderneſs 


« like Eden, nenn | 


the Lord F.” | 
In grace, as in nature, God Joes n 


vain. As long as he deſigns to continue on the 
earth a ſucceſſion of creatures endowed with - 


life, ſo long, and no longer, ſhall the ſun conti- 
nue to enlighten and warm it with his rays, 


And is it credible that he would preſerve the 
light of the goſpel, as he has aſſured us he will, 


to the lateſt age, if. it were not his deſign, in 


every ſucceſſive generation, © to open the eyes 


of men, and turn them,“ by its means, from 
« darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan 


* unto God f?” As long as the goſpel is preach- 


ed, we have evidence that he deſigns * to bleſs,” 


at leaſt ſome individuals, © in turning. them 


away from their iniquities || ;” and, while the 
intention remains, the means ſhall be rendered 
. efficient; 


Acts iii. 19. + Ifa. li. 3. 
1 Ads xxvi. 18. 2 [| Acts in. 26. | 


„* 
efficient. Jeſus will remember his promiſe, * La, 
I am with you alway, even unte tha end of 
« the world *;” and not only aſſiſt his faighful 
ſervants in publiſhing the goſpel of ſalvation, 
but accompany the word with that divine influ 
ence, without which it cannot profit, He will 
* ſend the rod of his ſtrength out of Sion ;” and 
the people ſhall be” made willing, in the 
day of his power f.“ The Spirit/of God ſhall 
follow the goſpel in its progreſs through the 
world, to render it, by his Almighty agency, 
the power of God to ſalvation;ꝰ and though 
he ſhould not, © be poured out from on high, on 
every occaſion, in equal abundance, yet he ſhall 
never be altogether withheld, while the goſpel 
itſelf is permitted to remain. When the end 
is no longer to follow, the means ſhall be with; 
drawn; and when this period ſhall arrive, we 
ny conclude that © the myftery of God is fi- 
* niſhed,” and that the frame of nature is about 
to be diſſolved. 
As long, therefore, as the fun endures, men 
ſhall be bleſſed in Chriſt, The goſpel “ ſhall 
not,“ in any age of the world, © return to hun” 
that ſent it © void; but it ſhall accompliſh that 
„ which 


Mat, xv. 20, + Plalmgx. 2, 3. 


„ 

Aich be Pleidcth il all Phe ths 
thing whereto he hath ſec it &.“ Its fruits, 
indeed, ſhall not always make a plentiful crop; 


dut, in the moſt unfavourable ſeaſons, there ſhall 
de as the ſhaking of an olive tree, two or three 

berties on the top of the uppermo bough, four 
or five in the utmoſt fruitful branches there- 
% of f.“ Though religion ſhould not be favour- 
ed by the great or ſupported by the rich, yet 
there ſhall always be reaſott for ſaying of Sion, 
This and that man was born in her; Aab. 
„ Higheſt himſelf ſhall eſtabliſh her f.“ 
® ſeed ſhall ſerve him, which ſhall mr hi 
« to the Lord for a generation ||,” even thougli 
every pretender to wiſdom and learning ſhould 
diſdain to bear his yoke; and though crouds who 
had once profeſſed the truth ſbould bafely go 
over to the camp of the world. And as often 
as death ſhall cut down the ancient and honour- 
able in the church, a new race of converts to 
the faith ſhall be raiſed up, endued with equal 
or perhaps ſuperior capacities of uſefulneſs to 
thoſe whoſe places they are deſtined to fill; for 
+.inſtead of the fathers ſhall be the children {,” 
" ®Ifa.lv.iz. +lfa.xviii6 f Pfalm IXxxvii. 5, 

{| Pſalm xxii. 30. $ Pſalm xlv. 16. 
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[34] 
in a continual ſucceſſion of faithful minifters 
proclaiming the truth, and of obedient people 
receiving it in faith and love, Men © ſhall fear 
„him as long as the fun and moon endure, 
+ throughout all generations ;” far, in every ge- 
neration, * he ſhall come down like rain upon 
the mown graſs, as ſhowers that way the 
640 earth * 933 

Inſtead of having reaſon to fear leſt the RA 
* ceaſe to be beneficial to men, we truſt that 
the Lord will bleſs its latter end, even more 
than its beginning. There is a period announ- 
ced in prophecy, a happy perigd, the arrival of 


which hath long been the ſubject of the fervent 


prayers and delightful expectation of good men, 
in which the church ſhall enjoy unexampled 
proſperity, and the preaching of the goſpel be 
attended with uncommon ſucceſs. When this 
time to favour Sion ſhall come,” we are not 
able poſitively to determine: but we know 
that there is a “ ſet time,” beyond which its 
approach cannot be delayed; and that, when it 
arrives, © the Lord ſhall build up Sion, and ſhall 
appear in his glory f.“ The goſpel ſhall then 
be © preached,” as in ancient times, © with the 

Holy 

® Pſalm Ixxii. 5, 6, + Pſalm cii. 13. 16. 


F 
V 


0 1 35 J I, 
„Holy Ghoſt ſent; dowi from heaven j” and 
bers, and in a greater degree. Human ſyſtems 
fhall give place to the doQrine of Chriſt, the 
ſpirit of party to holy zeal, a lifeleſs formality 
to the power of godlineſs, and every unballow - 
ed paſſion to the love of God and the love of 
man. Few ſhall chooſe to dwell: either with - 
Unitarians amidft eternal frofts, or with enthu- 
fiaſts, in the torrid zone, under a burning ſky. 
The mild beams of evangelical truth ſhall en- 
lighten the underſtanding and warm the heart; | 
and light, and love, and holineſs, and joy, ſhall 

abound. * In that day, ſhall the deaf hear the 
« words of this book; and the eyes of the blind 
4 ſhall ſee out of obſcurity, and out of dark- 
% neſs *,” © And the eyes of them that fee 
. ſhall not be dim; and the ears of them that 
„hear ſhall hearken: the heart alſo of the raſh 
% ſhall underſtand knowledge, and the tongue 
u of the ſtammerers ſhall be ready to ſpeak 
« plainly +.”  « Moreover the light of the moon. 
„ thall be as the light of the ſun, and the light 
of the ſun ſhall be ſevenfold, as the light of 
721 TL. ſeven 


Ia. xp 18. + Ifaiah Xxxil. 3, 4. 
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« ſeven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth 
up the breach of his people, and healeth the 
* ſtroke of their wound ®,” Chriſt ſhall beier- 
ved by an enlightened, a holy, an affectionate” 
and numerous people. Converts ſhall come to 
him, not-as detached and ſolitary individuals, 
now one and then another; they ſhall * fly as 
« a-cloud, and as the doves to their windows f.“ 
It ſhall then be fulfilled which is wfitten, A 
nation ſhall be born at once .“ The ſeed of 
the goſpel, though only © like a handful of 
corn,“ ſcattered perhaps without ſkill, and 
on the moſt barren and unpromiſing ſpots, © on 
the top of the mountains,” ſhall produce a 
moſt abundant harveſt of ſouls to Chriſt ; for 
the Spirit of the Lord ſhall cauſe it to grow: 
the fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon, 
* and they of the city ſhall flouriſh like the 
„ graſs of the earth.“ Happy period! Sion 
ſhall put off her weeds, and be no more like a 
widow that ſitteth ſolitarily. Her children 
ſhall be multiplied; and they ſhall “ walk in 
„the truth,” © love as brethren,” and © their 


© ſouls proſper and be in health.” Her watch- 


cc men 
* Ia, xxx, 26. | + Iſa. Ix. 8. 
t Iſa. vi. 8. || Pſalm 1xzii. 16, 


n 

„men ſhall lift up che voice, with the voice 
* together ſnhall they fing ; for they ſhall ſee 
eye to eye when the Lord ſhall bring again 
Sion *.“ Her people alſo ſhall be all righ- 


14 


teous  ;” © and the work of righteouſneſs 
« ſhall be peace, and the effect of righteouſneſs 
« quietneſs and affurance for ever 1.“ He 
that is feeble among them at that day ſhall 
«be as David ||.” A little one ſhall become 


a thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong! nation: 


Wag cn ee eee 1 

III. Theſe | 1 edc of the knowledge 
and faith of the name of Chriſt ſhall not be 
confined to one region of the earth, or to one 
race of men. They ſhall ſpread wider and 
wider, till not a dark corner of its ſurface re- 
main unenlightened, nor one ſavage tribe un- 
civilized and unſanQtified. CHRIS TIAVITT SHALL 
BECOME UNIVERSAL, * Men,” of all deſcriptions, 


and in every country, 66 ſhall be bleſſed in 


« Chriſt ;” and, moved by gratitude for the be- 
nefits which by his grace they enjoy, the whole 
world ſhall unite in one grand chorus of praiſe, 
and “ all nations ſhall call him bleſſed.” | 


Chriſtianity, 


* Ifa. Iii. 8. + Iſa. Ix. 21. T Ifa, xxx. 17. 
|] Zech. xii. 8, $ Ifa, ls. 22. 


| 
| _ 
- Chriſtianity, though it has exiſted long, is 
not at preſent, and never has been-univerſal: 
At firſt, it illuminated only the little horizon of 
Paleſtine. It ſoon filled the wide empire of Rome 
with its cheering light, and ſhed ſome of its rays 
even on ſeveral barbarous nations which had 
never ſubmitted to her ſway, It was not long, 
however, before its progreſs, ſo rapid for # 
while, was interrupted. Ignoranct increaſed; 
a worldly ſpirit quenched primitive zeal, and 
the truth, debaſed by error and ſuperſtition, loft 
much of its native power over the conſciences 
and hearts of men ; inſomuch that the bound- 
aries of the church were contracted rather than 
extended, and, during a mournful period of ſe- 
yeral centuries, Chriſtianity at once was robbed 
of much of its internal glory, and became 
greatly circumſcribed in its external limits, 
The ſtandard of Mahomet was erected in many 
countries, over which the banner of the croſs 
had formerly waved ; while even the idols of 
the heathen recovered territories from which 
they had been ignominioufly expelled. The 
affairs of the church have ſince become more 
proſperous ; but even at preſent, it is a queſtion 
whether Chriſtianity be more extenſively known 
| than 


8 1 


* fen cantiiriee ug. Tes phe, 
indeed, has ſpread further towards the weſt ; 
e token {ie an) ate en e b bar 
eroſſed the Atlantic, and gladdened the long de- 
folate ſhores of America. But, following the 
courſe of the natural light, as it has progreſſive- 
ly advanced from eaſt to weſt, it has left thoſe 
parts of Aſia which were once enlightened in 
midnight darkneſs, while the inhabitants of Eu- 
rope have reaſon to mourn with the prophet, 
« Wo unto us, for the day goeth away ; ; for 
* the ſhadows of the evening abe fetched 
#6. out * ** | 
But, admitting that Chriſtianity . more alike; 
Iy diffuſed at preſent than in any preceding 
| period, yet how little conſolation can even this: 
afford to the truly pious ſoul !- He has reaſon 
to weep over the miſeries of thoſe of his bre- 
thren who are called by the name of Chriſt, as 
well as of thoſe of them who have never heard 
its bleſſed ſound. - He recollects, that it is pro- 
feſſed much mote extenſively than it is known, 
and known by millions by whom it not believ- 
ed. He knows that, in the few countries ſtyled 
Chriſtian, by ſuperſtition in ſome places, and by 
moſt 


# Jer, yi, 4. 


| 
' 


b moſt pernicious errors in others, it appears in 
general, like the ſur in a muſt, ſhorn of its bright» | 
eſt rays; while the multitude, in all places ab- 
ſolute ſtrangers to its regenerating power, live 
in open violation of its precepts, and, inſtead of 
crying, © Hoſanna to the Son of David,” are 
more diſpoſed to curſe than to bleſs. But, were 
the ſcene ever ſo pleaſing as far as the name of 
Chriſt is profeſſed, how wide and diſthal the pro- 
ſpect which opens to the view beyond it on 
every ſide! The cultivated field of Chriſtianity 

occupies only a ſmall ſpot on the ſurface of the 
globe. Beyond it, on this fide, riſe the dark 

and waſte mountains of heatheniſm, ſtretching 
themſelves to the uttermoſt bounds of the habit- 
able world; and on that fide, the vaſt, and, in 
many parts, yet unexplored foreſt of nations, in- 
© to which the rays neither of evangelical light 
nor of civilized manners have ever been able to 
penetrate, ſpreads itſelf abroad far as the eye 
can reach. What a ſcene ! The far greater 
part of the earth, including many of its faifeſt 
portions, and of its moſt populous regions, lies. 
yet uncultivated by the {kill of the great Huſ- 
* bandman ;” and yields no return of glory to 
its ſupreme Proprietor, and only a ſcanty har- 
veſt 


— I 


4 


14 


vaſt of happineſs to its numerous inhabits 
Of ſpiritual felicity it is abſolutely unproductive; 
nor can it be otherwiſe, till it be warmed by the 
rays of the Sun of righteouſneſs, and refreſhed 


by the dew of heaven; for whatever be the 
mercies of our God, and they are infinite, we 
know of no other name under heaven,” except 
that of Jeſus, © given among men wheteby they 
* muſt be ſaved *.“ Till a new revelation from 
heaven be granted us, we muſt conſider © the 
people that walk in darkneſs,” as dwelling 
in the land of the ſhadow of death +.” * 29 

From this affecting ſcene let us turn away 
our aching eyes, and refreſh them by a more de- 
lightful proſpect. Let us, by antieipation of the 
future, blot out the remembrance of the ſor- 
rows occaſioned by the contemplation ef the 
paſt and preſent ſtate of the world, and exult 
im the expectation of happier days, foon to ar- 
rive, when © the earth ſhall be full of the know- 
% ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
* ſeat,” and © when the kingdoms: of this 
* world,” ſhall become the kingdotns of our 
* Lord and of his Chrift ||.” How tranſporting 

Acts iv. 12. | + Ifa. ix. 2. 
4 Iſa. xi. 9. Rev. xi. 15. 
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the view ! Behold the goſpel riſing upon | the be: 
nighted nations, and at the appointed ſeaſon 
renewing the face of the earth. It ſhall be * as 


the light of the morning, when the ſun riſeth, 


* even of a morning without clouds ;” the wel- 
come harbinger of a ſerene, and bright and joy- 
ous day. It ſhall ſpread upon the dark moun- 
tains of the heathen, gilding them with its gold- 
en rays; it ſhall ſcatter the clouds which have 
long reſted on their ſummits ; it ſhall ſpeedily 
enlighten the earth from eaſt to weſt, and from 
pole to pole, and ſhine more and more unto 
the perfect day.“ Ignorance ſhall be baniſh- 
ed by it from the world, Before it every form 
of ſuperſtition ſhall diſappear. . Vice, aſhamed 
of its 'own deformity, ſhall retire from view. 

Peace ſhall reign on earth; © and the glory of 


the Lord ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall - 


« ſee it together; for the mouth of the Lord 
* hath ſpoken it &. jt» 
Theſe expectations are not the offspring of a 
too ardent imagination inflamed by the bold fi- 
gures of the prophetic ſtyle, or merely the fond 
wiſhes of hearts warm with the love of God and 
of mankind. They are excited by a general 
view 
. 


1 


| Li 
view of tlie nature and deſign of the Chriſtian = 
diſpenſatian, and by the promiſe of him who - - 
never raiſed in the breaſts of men expectations 
which he meant not to realize, nor ever formed a 
purpoſe which he was unable to accompliſn. 
The diſorders and miſeries which Chriſtianity 


is intended to remove, are diffuſed as widely as 


the race of man. The inhabitants of the op- 


poſite extremities of the earth need alike its 


friendly aid; for, though ſome of the ſymptoms 


vary with the ſtate of ſociety and the difference 


of climate and manners, the diſeaſe is radically 
the ſame, and equally reſiſts all human ſxill. 
For this univerſal diſeaſe the goſpel furniſhes 
the only efficacious remedy ; a remedy which, 


when applied, is as univerſal as the diſeaſe, and. 


which is equally adapted to every climate 
and ſuited to every diverſity in the conſtitution 
and habits of mankind. Whether men move 
in the higher or in the lower ſpheres, are adorn- 
ed with learning or untutored by ſcience; whe- 
ther they inhabit cities amidſt the improvements 
of civilized life, dwell with the Arabian in clu- 
ered tents, roam , continually from place to 
place like the Tartar hordes, or with the naked 
Indian traverſe the foreſt in queſt of the uncer- 
tain 


5 


IJ | 
tain prey; whatſoever be the ftate of ſociety in 
which they exiſt, or the ſyſtem of manners 


which they have adopted; ; they agree in one 
common need of the bleſſedneſs which the goſpel 


reveals, and in capability of deriving from its 


inſtructions the moſt ſubſtantial benefit, Learn- 
| ing is not neceſſary in order to underſtand its 
doctrines, nor refinement of taſte to reliſh its 
beauties, Its piercing light can penetrate into 
the ſoul moſt cloſely immured in ignorance, Its 
keen edge can enter the conſcience leaft capa- 
ble of being affected by moral or religious con- 
ſiderations. It can ſoften the moſt ſavage and 
welt the moſt obdurate heart. It demands no- 
thing from perſons in order to render them fit 
ſubjects of its inſtructions and fit recipients of its 
blefſedneſs, but that they be endowed with the 
common reaſon and common feelings of man $ 


and it needs no other means far enabling it to 


effect its benevolent purpoſes on them, than the 
_ ſimple repreſentation of its truths, and the at 
tendant light and influence of the divine Spi+ 
rit. Thoſe who, under the name of Chriſt, im- 
poſe on the world a religion which he never 
taught, and will not patroniſe, the doctrines of 
which are too abſtruſe for the underſtanding of 


any 


1 


[4] 


tereſting for any but the ſpeculative, do well to 
diſcourage its ' propagation. among the unin- 
ſtructed heathen, and to reſerve it as an enter- 
tainment fit only for European underftaridings, 
and capable of being reliſhed only by philoſo- 
phical or by worldly: men. Our religion is 
formed on a nobler and more liberal plan. It 
ſtoops to the underſtanding of the ſimple and 
untaught; It comes home to the conſcience, 
it ſpeaks to the heart, of the rudeſt and moſt 
uncivilized. It diſcovers an aſylum, thrown 
open to the whole world; the way to which 
the dulleſt may be made to underſtand, into 
which the guilty and miſerable of all nations 
may flee for ſafety, and © where there is nei- 
ther Greek nor Jew, circumcifion nor un- 
{6 TOR: Worn, ee bond 1 nor 
* free *. ih 

_ Chriſtianity is deſigned for the RIA aſe of 
mankind. It is not like the Moſaic ceconomy, 
which was intended for the benefit only of one 
privileged family, and could never, from the 
nature of its rites, have been obſerved by men 
— far ne the Nr centre of its 


9 Col. ii, II, 


worſhip, | 


IX ;\ 
worſhip. ' It looks with _ 8 on 


men of every nation, of every language, and of 
every colour. It regards not the place, but 
the temper of the worſhipper ; not the ſplen- 
dour, but the purity of the worſhip which he 


performs. | The pious heart is now the only 


temple which God. has conſecrated to his ſer- 


vice, and © men every where lifting up holy 


hands, without wrath and doubting, are ac- 
«* cepted with him *.” There is no ©. middle 


« wall of partition,” like that reared by the law, 
to prevent the admiſſion of the nations into the 
boſom of the Chriſtian church. The : goſpel 
proclaims © peace, peace to him that is far off, 
and to him that is near + ;” and“ ſtrangers 
and foreigners” become, by the reception of 


the truth, © fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and 


of the houſehold of God 3 | 

This promiſcuous admiſſion of the nations of 
the world into the church of the living God 
was a myſtery to the Jews, and did violence to 


their moſt favourite prejudices. Their narrow 


hearts wiſhed to monopolize the benefits af 

Meſtiah's appearance; not caring that the poor 
' Gentiles: 

* r Tim. ii. 8. Acts x. 35. + Iſa. lvii, 19, 

T Eph. ii. 19. 
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Gentiles ſhould be bleſſed with one ray of * te 


4 light of life.” They underſtood not the cha- 


racter of their God, the deſign of their religion, 
nor the language of their prophets. Jzmovan 


had deviſed liberal things, more worthy of his 


| wiſdom and grace than thoſe which had ap- 
proved themſelves to their contracted minds. 


His generous heart embraced the intereſts of 


all the nations of the earth, and had formed 
the magnificent plan of a common faith” and 


a “ common ſalvation.“ It is a light thing,“ 


he ſaid to his Son, * that thou ſhouldeſt be my 
ſervant to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and to 


* reſtore the preſerved: of Iſrael: I will alſo 
give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayeſt be my ſalvation unto the end of the 
earth *. The law was deſigned by him 
merely as a preparation for the goſpel. It was 


only ! impoſed till the time of reformation, 
when the decree ſhould bring forth,” and 
the heathen be given to-Jeſus for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth 


« for his poſſeſſion +.” Beſides, the prophets, 
ig{pired by his Spirit, had predicted the conver- 
ſion of the Gentiles; anticipating the days of 

| the 


I iz. 6. 4 Pſalm ji. 8. 
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the goſpel, as a period in which the ſalvation of 

God ſhould be © known. in all the earth,“ nd 

exulting in the proſpect that then, from the 

« uttermoſt part of the earth, ſongs ſhould be 

heard, even glory to the righteous One *. 
Indeed, the language of the prophets, while 

it explicitly unfolds the deſign of God reſpeR- 

ing the Chriſtian faith, is calculated to excite 

in every breaſt. the moſt ſanguine expectations 

of its univerſality. It is not to general expreſ- 

ſions that they confine themſelves ; they enter 

into particular details of the countries in which 

the goſpel ſhould be known; and after having 

exhauſted thoſe names which were moſt fami- 

har to Jewiſh ears, conclude their deſcriptions 

with expreſſions of the moſt general and com-— 

prehenſive import. According to them,“ prin- 

ces ſhall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia ſhall 

* foon ſtretch out her hands unto God +.” 

The kings of Tarſhiſh and of the iſles ſhall 

bring preſents unto him; the kings of She- 

ba and Seba ſhall offer gifts f. T“ © And the 

daughter of Tyre ſhall be there with a gift, 

* entreating the fayour” of the daughter of Sion, 


* Ifa, xii. 5, and xxiv.16, + Plam Ixvili. 31. 
I Pſalm Ixxii. 10. 


Tn OB 
43 ſoliciting admiſſion | e the Chriſtian | 
church s. The church ſhall be crowded with ati 
' ,irhmentſe concourſe of ſtrangers from all quarters. 1 
The multitude of camels ſhall: cover her, the 
«romedaries of Midian and Ephah; they ſhall 
+ bring gold and incenſe, and they ſhall ſliew 
forth the praiſes of the Lord. All the flocks 
« of Kedar ſhall be gathered together unto her, 
the rams of Nebaioth ſhall miniſter unto her; | 
they ſhall'come up with acceptance on God's 
altar, and he will glorify the houſe of his glo- 
ry f.“ Nor do even theſe include * all the 
„nations of them that ſhall be ſaved” by 
the faith of Chriſt. For © God ſhall ſend” 
his goſpel to Tarſhiſh, Pul and Lud, that 
* draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the 
*iſles' afar off, that have not heard his fame; 
neither have ſeen his glory; and his glory 
„ ſhall be declared among the Gentiles f.“ 
And when ſent to them, it ſhall not be ſent in 
vain. With open arms, they ſhall welcome the 
meſſage from heaven. As ſoon as they hear 
of Chriſt, they ſhall obey him : the ſtran- 
« * nun ſabmft themſelves unto him ||.” 


ef a. 8 "DEA - * Behold, 
: YO. 1 If. x. 6, ). 
t Ifa, vi. 19. [ Pfalm xvii. 44. 
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«Behold, theſe ſhall come from far ; ; and 4. 
« theſe from the north and from the weſt; and @. 
« theſe from the land of Sinim *.“ Within 15 
the pale of the church ſhall be included bot 
continents and iſlands, the moſt "barren as well 
'as the moſt fertile ſpots, in every quarter of the 
globe. For Jeſus “ ſhall have | dominion) from 
« ſea to ſea, and from the river to the ends of 
the earth. They that dwell in the wilder. 
« neſs ſhall bow before him + 3” „and the iſles 
« ſhall wait for his law.“ © He will ſay to 
the north, Give up; and to the ſouth, Keep 
not back; bring my ſons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth { :" 
« So ſhall men fear the name of the Lord from 
© the weſt, and his glory from the riſing of the 
* ſun ||.” In one word, „ it ſhall come that he 
« will gatlier all nations and tongues, and they 
* ſhall come and ſee his glory H.“ „For, from 
the riſing of the ſun, even unto, the gbing 
* down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great 
„among the Gentiles ; d in every place in- 
i cenſe ſhall be offeret! unto my name, and u 
6 pure 
III. xlix. 14. J Palm lxxii. 8, g.* 
} Ifa. xlii. 4. Fla. xliii. 6, 
|| Tha, ix. 19. I SS 
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pure offering ; for my name ſhall be great 
v among the heathen, ſaith the Lord of hoſts #.” w 
We are not left to conjecture whether theſe 
ſublime predictions are to be interpreted ſtrictly | 
of a real univerſality of the Chriſtian faith, or 
to. be conſidered only as hyperbolical amplifi- 
cations of the calling of the Gentiles, The com- 
mand of Chrift, and the condudt of his apoſtles, | 
proceed on the ſuppoſition that the whole world 
is the theatre on which Jeſus deſigns to mani- 
feſt his glory; and that, ſooner or later, all the 
« ends of the earth ſhall look unto him and be 
E ſaved.” He commanded his apoſtles to © teach 
6 all nations + 1 Go,“ he ſaid, « into all the 
« world, and preach the goſpel to every crea- 
8 « ture f. The ciyilized world was before them, 
and it afforded an ample field for their activity 
and zeal ;. but to this they were not. limited by 
his inſtructions, nor did they reſtrict themſelves 
in conſequence of any preconceived ideas of 
propriety or of probable ſucceſs, The neceſ- 
ity of civilization in order to fit men for the 
reception of evangelical truth, is a dockrine 
which the Saviour of the world never revealed, 
and which was unknown in the primitive age 
| | | ? | of 
* Male i. 11. + Mat. xxvili. 19. t Mark vi. 15. 


| NO Ret 
„ 
of the church. Apoſtles burned with a zcal 
which could mot wait the flow and ungertain 
progreſs of knowledge and manners. They ſaw N 
the nations periſning. They knew the power 
and grace of Chriſt. They conſidered the 
faith of the goſpel as the ſpeedieſt and moſt ef- 
fectual means of civilizing their ſavage manners, 
and as the only expedient for ſaving their pe- 
riſhing ſouls. In obedience, thereforg, to their 
Maſter's command, . they preached. ſalvation | 
through his name indiſcriminately to every peo- 
ple to whom they had acceſs. *©* Their ſound 
« went into. all the earth, and their words un- 
*-to the ends of the world *; and the Spirit of 
God, in proof that they had not miſtaken, their 
commiſſion, accompanied their word with a di- 
vine power wherever they went, making. mul- 
titudes of © the Gentiles obedjent by word and 
« deed.” . F 1 wy | 
Notwithſtanding. the command of Chriſt and: 
the labours of his apoſtles, the goſpel has not 
yet been preached to every creature. But the 
predictions of the New Teſtament, as well as 
thoſe of the Old, aſſure us that this period ſhall 
ſpeedily arrive. To © the Son of man,” there 
has 


. * Rom. X. 18. 


1 BY 36 . 


| kno hen pimhiſ'« doiinion, and glory; an 
Gig kingdom, that all people, nations ud me 
*/guages' ſnould ſerve him * and the Anz 
* cient of days” will perform his word. The 
church ſhall become commenſurate” with the 
world. The ſtone cut out of che mountain 


« without hands ſhall become a great mountain, 


Land fill the Whole earth f.“ jeſus fhall 
A ſpeak peace unto the heathen f. He ſhall 
be * ſought” of them that aſked*tiot for him; 


and found of them that fought” him not;“ 


for that which had not been told them ſhall 
they ſee, and that which they had not heard 
4 ſhall they conſider ]. Though therefore ma- 
ny ſheep: yet ſtray upon the mountains, be- 
vond the reach of the Shepherd's voice, and ig- 

norant of the path which ctnducts to the fold 
in Which they ſhall find paſture and enjoy pro · 


tection, they ſhall not always be forſaken. 


Them alſo I muſt bring,” faid Chriſt. and 


they ſhall hear my voice; and there ſhall be 


« ohe fold, and one Shepherd gn His provi: 
dence will find means for nn his e ins 


3 + 'to 
Dum. vil. 13, 14. + 1 | 
1 Zech. ix, 10. Ila. lxy. I. Iii. 15. 


3 John x. 16. 
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to the moſt inacceſſible parts. Men of af 


„ Holy Ghoſt and of faith,” hall be raifgd-up, 
whom no difficulties ſhall difcourage, nor any 


dangers terrify, and who fhall be willing to un- 


dertake, at the riſk of every thing dear in life, 
to be the heralds of his grace unto the nations. 
Theſe ſhall fly, like the angel mentioned in the 
book of the Revelation, having the eyerlaſting 
« goſpel to preach to them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 


* fectual ſhall be opened unto” them, though 


there ſhould © be many adverſaries f.“ The 
Lard himſelf thall give the word, * and great 


% ſhall be the company of thoſe who ſhall pu- 
# bliſh it .“ With the rapidity of * the light- 
i ening, which cometh-out of the eaſt, and ſhi- 
* neth even unto the weft ||,” ſhall the goſpel 
fly through the world ; and it ſhall tontinue to 
ſpread, till every region on which the natural 
ſun ſhines ſhall have been illuminated by the 
beams of evangelical truth ; till © the heathen 
« ſhall fear the name of the Lord, and all the 
« kings 
* Rev. xiv. 6. | + 1 Cor. xvi. 9. 
} Pſalm Ixviii. 11. [| Mat. xxiv. 27. 


* X 


tongue, and people *. A great door and ef- 


| e 
aeg the eat io her tl «th ys 


„ Adoms to ſerve che Lord f 3 till-the ſulneſi 


* of the Gentiles be come in, and all Iſrael ſhall 


#'be ſaved 7.” For . this gofpel of the king 


dom,“ ſaid Ohriſt, ſhall be preached in all 
the world, for a witneſs unto all nations, and 
then ſhall the end come |" 
It were an idle dream, I acknowledge, td 
fſuppoſe that Chriſtianity ſhould ever become 
univerſal, had we not the moſt explicit evidence 


of Scripture to authoriſe our hopes, © I ſoe dif- 


ficulties enough in the way of its propagation 
to ſtagger every thing but faith ; difficulties un. 
ſurmountable by human wiſdom and power, 
atid which Omnipotence alone can remove. 1 
ſee how little progreſs the goſpel has hitherto 
made in the world, and what little influence 
it has at this moment on the few who believe 
it. I ſee prejudices, apparently invincible, in 
every people in favour of their or ſuperſti- 
tion. I ſee nations and countries ſeparated 
from one another by oceans, by climate; by 
language, by government; by manners. I ſee, 

* Pſalm cit. 15. + Ver. 22. 

＋ Rom. xi, 25, 26. || Mat. xxiv. 4. 
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villes of the-heathen ||?" +: For the earth-ſhall 
_ © be filled with the knowledge of the. glory of 


x 56 * 5 
in eyery quarter, the hand of power: deady to 
he ſtretched out by g narrow policy to ern 
its ſpread; and hell. itſelf. alarmed for the ſafety 
of its empire, moved to oppoſe its arrival. 1 
fee want of zeal: for its propagation among 
many ſtyled Chriſtians ; a ſpirit of hoſtility to 
every attempt for evangelizing the heathen 


* 


among others; and want of means among all. 


I ſee— But begone, every unbelievirg doubt 


„God bath ſpoken in his holineſs, I will re? 

* joice . Let God be true, but every man 
* a liar f. All the ends of the world ſhall 
« Hong, and turn unto the Lord; and all 
7 the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip/bes 
« + fore thee . The Lord will famiſh all the 
eil of the earth : and men ſhall worſhip 
him, every one ftom his place, even all the 


+, the - Lord, as, the waters cover the ſea? 
* And the Lord ſhall be King over albthe 


w 


* carth/:.in that day ſhall there be one Lord; | 


and his name one q.? 4 
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Tat Pſalm eviii. 7. 3290 
4 Pſalm xxii. 27. 
Hab. ii. 14. 


7 Rom. iii. 4. 1 
[] Zeph. ii. 11. 
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3 the darkneſs of the human mind, 


depend on the abihty er {kill even of the delt | 
N 64-06 ee e e 
tions enlightened and ſuved. What can men 


_ nnd diſpel its prejudices" againſt” the truth 3 | 


men who. know what blindneſs arid obſtinacy 


once prevailed in their own ? But the work is | 


loſs to deviſe the means neceſſary for effeQing 
his own purpoſes, nor his power to render them 


qny glove of the earth, Hemarly hid in the. 
boſom of the ocean, have been explored: A. 
paſſion for adventure has induced men to pe- 


netrate into thoſe countries which are moſt 


_ difficult of acceſs ; while commerce, ſtimulated 


by the deſire of gain, is every day facilitating 


the intercourſe of nations. Though nothing is 
lets in the minds of. men, in theſe various pur- 
2 ſuits, than the ſpiritual advantage of their fel- 
. low- 
* Zech. vic 13. 


Gad's, and it cannot miſcarry, © He ſhall 
s build the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall 
bear the glory #.” His wiſdom can be at go. 


effectual: His providence, indeed, has already 
; begun to prepare them. The love of ſcience 
| has excited a ſpirit of diſcovery ; and already 


(1 


lonreaturts, yet the widen « God i is TION 
ly taking meaſures for opening a way for the 
admiflion of goſpel- light into « the dark x" 
« of the earth,” and bringing to paſs what ſhould 
happen in the time of the end: many thall 
run to and fro, and knowledge ſhall be i increa- 
« ſed *. With theſe, providence is eombining 
another ſeries of means. He is arouſin Chriſti- 
ans to an intereſt in the eternal welfare of the 
heathen, unfelt before in any ſimilar degree, 
He is pouring out on the churches a ſpirit 
« of ſupplication” for them. He is opening 
the hearts of his people to contribute, with un- 
accuſtomed liberality, for © making manifeſt the 
« ſavour of his knowledge in every place.” He 
is raiſing up men to devote themſelves to this 
work ; men whom no difficulties nor dangers 
move, who count not their lives dear unto 
* themſelves, fo that they may teſtify” to the 


heathen * the goſpel. of the grace of God.” 


Already ſome of them, borne on the ſwift wings 
of faith and love, fly to their help, They ha- 
ſten to thoſe that © dwell in the uttermoſt parts 
« of the ſea,” with the olive-branch of x peace in 
their mouths, and eager to proclaim, * Behold 

* your 


* Dan. xii. 4. 


* 
| 


or” ; 
your & God.” L ' May * 115 of the winds 
. and waves piotsck them May propitions gales 
waft them to their de fired hayen ?” And. may 
the blefling of them that were racy to 206 
Joon « come upon them! Te 
| In theſe dawnings of hope to the nations 
of the earth, our fouls thall rejoice. We per- 
ceive difficulties, but we are not diſcouraged. 
We expect oppolition, but- we do not fear it. 
We entrench ourſelves. within the perfections 
of our God. Tf power oppole 1 the propagation 
of the truth, it ſhall do ſo only to its own de- 
| ſtruction. „For the nation and kingdom that 
will not ſerve” Sion * ſhall periſh; yea, all 
« thoſe nations ſhall be utterly waſted &. « All 
« that burden themſelves” with oppoſition to 
the ſpread of the goſpel. + ſhallihe cut to pieces, 
« though all the people of the earth be gather- 
« ed together againſt it . "A ſpirit of infide- 
lity 1 we do not dread, Men may exclude the 
light from their own chamber; but can they 
arreſt the ſan at noon, and force him to retire 
into the eaſt, or even to go back on the dial one 
degree? © What then has the goſpel to fear from 
the feeble exertions of a a falſe philoſophy, or of 
. worldly 


EIT + Zech, x. 5. 
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worldly polketes; o ad; l 


infernal thakee'? God will Work, and he 
©ſhall let it & vr 5 f6) Y him * kg v ry valley 


«-fhall be exulted, and every mountain had full 


« ſhall be made lo; and the erboked thing 


© ſhall be made ſtraight, atid the rough pheds 
plain .“ „The Lord will make bare is ho- 
« ly arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all 
© the ends 'of the Wa all ee ee ſalvation 
4 Uf or God. * it * ers argon r +39c{ 4 nt 
4 Liſten,” + NY * Q'ifles unto me; and 


*-hearken; ye people, from far f. To you my 
tert ®'bringeth good tidings of good Sa. 


tion to you is in the ſound. God will. ſurely 
-viſit the Gentiles, to take out of tliem a pt. 


* ple for his name 5. He will ſpeedily: fend, | 


ſaying, * Behol@ me, behold me, to the natioris 
that wete not called by his name ©.” | The 
« wilderneſs and the ſolitary. place ſhall be 
„glad“ at! the tidings ; and the defert ſhall 
© rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe. It ſhall bloſi 
* ſom abundantly, and rejoĩee even with joy 
and EY. word ſhall ſee the glory of the 


x 619-66 Lord; 
* Iſa. xliii. 13. 7 Ifa. xl. 4. 
＋ Tia. Ini. 10. I IIa. lx. 1. 
$ Ads xv. 14. I Iſa. cv. I. 
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his merciful kindneis iso gremt towards you, 


12 im Christ, all- nstiens 3 


Ones conſizainedita *onljcbins bleſſed,” .: Abe 
N Hiy i when. | bis. grace reaghed, eur, 

hotels to reſene, their, ſouls, from, deftryGion, 
| ſhall; be regarded by them-as che beginning 


wol; days a a lay of falvation,” peyer:to 
be forgotten: His name, ſhall cling in their 
grateful: hearts} his, high praiſes Thall ever 
in their mouths, and they ſhalt gqilyzbleG: tho 
hand that ſet them free. l the ĩnhabi- 
tants of the earth ſhall Maiſe thee, O. Lord, 
then they hear: the words ob-ghymouthy 
Nos, they ſhall fing in the Ways of tu 


Lord f. O, praiſe the Lord, then, $.all 


+ ye nations; praiſe; Aim, alle: people. For 


«hd the truth of the Lord: n 
Ptaiſe ye tha Erd it. in bas #omhbir | 
Nes for us, let us unite in fervent ee 


_ zedlous endeavours for: the artival ef this happy 


period. The honour of Ghxiſt and; the happi- 
nefs of mankind -combine, in making this de- 
mand. Teal for theſe ought to be the ruling 
| þ ix .otÞ + et ui paſſion 
*I. xxxv. 1 a., f + Plalm cxxxvith 4.5. 
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paſſion of our hearts; « 2 ir jt WY th chem, it _ 
will arouſe” us to every exertion: within the . 
compaſs of out n propagate the go 
in the world. e we muſe, the fire will - 
burn. Towards t eſe great objetts our atten - 
tion will be irreſiſtibly directed. We Mall be 
unable to fit till amidſt the warm. comforts of 
this life, op ſolacing' ourſelves i in our own peoue | 
kar enjoyments, without feeling for the be. 
ſtrate honour of Jeſus, and for the a fu 

ger of our fellow-creatures, to whom he is d un: 
known. Every dormant power will be called 
forth into action. Our time, our talents, our 
fubſtance, will be cheerfully devoted to the no- 
ble ſervice, We will eſteem nothing too much 
by which our gratitude to God, and onr 'compaſ” 
fion for men, can be diſcovered. Can we in. 
deed be Chriſtians, and yet be indifferent to 
the glory of that bleſſed Perſon, by whoſe k. 
bours and blood we hope to be ſaved? Can we 
be loyal ſubjects to the King of Sion, and not 
burn with deſire that his amiable character be 
every where publiſhed, his grace made known, 
his kingdom enlarged, and his ſubjects multi- 
plied? Do we feel as men, and can we look on 


uncancerned, and ſee our brethren periſh ? 
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at brian of the human race 
d name, and * pg. 


pries;of © that 


T3 


* ith through Jack of Kho! | 
their” milery ſolicits your aid. Ie aries 10 5% 


F 9nh parts, (Come over and help 


Have 6 bowels and mercies,” In your 
fron Rations,” beftir vomſalves for their. afs 
filance. Honour the Lord with thy ſub, 
v ſtance, and with the firſt-fruits of all your ins 

# creaſe 8. . 4 Forbear Not to d. Iver; 
* that aue drawn unto death,/and. 
ate ready to. be Hain. Sey not, Behold we 
knew it not; for doth not he that pondereth 
« the heart conſider it? and he that 1 7 
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your foul, doth net be know K | 1 
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10 zealous exertions Join fervent E 
601 it is God alone e who'can giv v e the increaſe, 


a0: 


and make the means you employ beneficial, 


a "Ye, "therefore, < that 185 HDR of the 
« « tt 55 bh, and til he ack Jeraiajem a 
@ praiſe in the earth 4.5 Lets prayer de made 
is * for © rſt cominually" that ] his fame may be 

ſpread 


0 „ + Prov. xxiv, 11, 12. f Iſa. lxii. 6, 7. 
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